
5G base station power consumption and
4G

Are 5G base stations causing more energy consumption?

However, Li says 5G base stations are carrying five times the traffic as when equipped with only 4G, pushing

up power consumption. The carrier is seeking subsidies from the Chinese government to help with the

increased energy usage.

 

Is 5G more energy efficient than 4G?

Although the absolute value of the power consumption of 5G base stations is increasing,their energy

efficiency ratio is much lowerthan that of 4G stations. In other words,with the same power consumption,the

network capacity of 5G will be as dozens of times larger than 4G,so the power consumption per bit is sharply

reduced.

 

How much power does a 5G station use?

The power consumption of a single 5G station is 2.5 to 3.5 times higher than that of a single 4G station. The

main factor behind this increase in 5G power consumption is the high power usage of the active antenna unit

(AAU). Under a full workload,a single station uses nearly 3700W.

 

Does 5G increase energy consumption?

However,this technological leap comes with a substantial increase in energy consumption. Compared to its

predecessor,the fourth-generation (4G) network,the energy consumption of the 5G network is approximately

three times higher.

 

How will 5G affect the energy consumption of mobile operators?

Edge compute facilities needed to support local processing and new internet of things (IoT) services will also

add to overall network power usage. Exact estimates differ by source,but MTN says the industry consensus is

that 5G will double to triple energy consumptionfor mobile operators,once networks scale.

 

Does China Mobile have a 5G base station?

China Mobile has tried using lower cost deployments of MIMO antennas, specifically 32T32R and sometimes

8T8R rather than 64T64R, according to MTN. However, Li says 5G base stations are carrying five times the

traffic as when equipped with only 4G, pushing up power consumption.

Oct 17, 2021&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;At present, 5G mobile traffic base stations in energy consumption

accounted for 60% ~ 80%, compared with 4G energy consumption increased three times. In the future, high ...

The levels of data collection on the energy consumption of 5G base stations do not make it possible to

establish an exact model considering the ...
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Jun 26, 2024&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;This paper proposes a novel 5G base stations energy consumption

modelling method by learning from a real-world dataset used in the ITU 5G Base Station Energy ...

Sep 17, 2019&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;5G New Radio (NR) is designed to enable denser network deployments

and simultaneously deliver increased energy efficiency, thus reducing both operational costs and ...

Nov 17, 2025&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;5G Base Station Power Consumption: With each base station carrying at

least 5X more traffic and operating over more frequency bands, 5G base station power consumption is ...

May 13, 2024&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;For energy efficiency in 5G cellular networks, researchers have been

studying at the sleeping strategy of base stations. In this regard, this study models a 5G BS as an (M^ { ...

Jan 25, 2023&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;Base Stations (BSs) sleeping strategy is an efficient way to obtain the

energy efficiency of cellular networks. To meet the increasing demand of high-data-rate for wireless ...

Oct 3, 2018&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;Bj&#246;rnson believes this will probably increase the total energy

consumption of 5G base stations compared to 4G. But as massive MIMO ...

Feb 25, 2023&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;automation, health, etc. The main idea behind 5G is to minimize total

network energy consumption, despite increased trafic and service expansion due to its use for these ...

Oct 14, 2024&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;In the final chapters, this work identifies key limitations, namely,

computational expense, deployment complexity, and scalability ...

Jan 23, 2023&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;However, there is still a need to understand the power consumption

behavior of state-of-the-art base station architectures, such as multi-carrier active antenna units (AAUs), ...

Jan 24, 2022&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;On a watt/bit basis, 5G is more power efficient than 4G When the

conversation turns to 5G''s potential to be a "greener" technology than previous generations, the subject of ...

Base Station Power ConsumptionEnergy Saving Features of 5G New RadioHow Much Energy Can We Save

with Nr Sleep Modes?Impact on Energy Efficiency and Performance in A Super Dense Urban ScenarioFurther

ReadingToday we see that a major part of energy consumption in mobile networks comes from the radio base

station sites and that the consumption is stable. We can also see that even in densely deployed networks, as in

city centers, the network traffic load can fluctuate very much during the day, with significant periods of almost

no traffic in the base sta...See more on ericsson
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.sb_doct_txt{color:#82c7ff}arXiv [PDF]Modelling the 5G Energy Consumption using Real-world ...Sep 15,

2025&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;Accurate energy consumption modeling is essential for developing

energy-efficient strategies, enabling operators to optimize resource uti-lization while maintaining network ...
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Apr 15, 2025&ensp;&#0183;&ensp;The power consumption of a 5G single station is 2.5 to 3.5 times that of a

4G single station due to AAU power consumption, the ...
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